Introduction
Cryptocarya alba (M ol.) Looser, a species of the family L auraceae, is native to Chile and is distrib uted from C oquim bo to Valdivia, w here it grows as high as 20 m in the coastal m ountain range as well as in the A ndes, up to 1,500 m above sea level (H offm ann. 1982) . The evergreen trees, also know n as "p eu m o ", "p eg u " or "p e u g o ", are widely used in p opular m edicine in Chile. Infusions of the bark are used for treating liver diseases and for stopping hem orrhages (H offm ann, 1982; W ilhelm de M ösbach, 1992) , w hereas infusions of the leaves, as well as bark, are recom m ended for the treatm en t of rheum atism and for w ound healing (H offm ann, 1982) . A n ointm ent is p re p a re d from ground seeds to treat vaginal infections. A lthough C. alba is very m uch used in po p u lar m edicine, its chem ical com position is virtually unknow n. Previ ous investigations have rep o rted tanins and resins from its leaves, bark, and fruits (G au tier, 1956) , and the com position of essential oils was described from its arom atic leaves (M ontes et al., 1988). Only one alkaloid, (-i-)-reticuline, was reported from the bark and leaves of this species (U rzüa et al., 1975) . In continuation of the phytochem ical investigations of m edicinal plants indigenous to South A m erica, we now report for the first time the isolation and characterization of ten known flavonols and chlorogenic acid from the leaves and stem s of Cryptocarya alba.
Materials and Methods

Plant material
The plant m aterial was collected on O ctober 11, 1991 in Chile. C uesta La D orm ida (33°02'15" S; 71°00'07" W ) at 1,250 m above sea level. A voucher specim en (No. 91-0023) has been depos ited in the H erbarium at the Pontificia U niversi dad C atölica de Chile, Santiago, Chile.
Extraction and isolation
2.5 kg of air-dried leaves and stems from C. alba w ere ground with a mill (L aboratory C onstruction Co., K ansas City, M issouri) to 5 mm particle and m acerated with 95% ethanol (ethanol 95% [190 proof] , Q u antum Chem ical C orporation, Cincin nati, O hio). The crude alcoholic extract was dis solved in w ater and the aqueous phase was ex haustively extracted with C H 2C12 followed by EtO A c. C H 2C12 and E tO A c, both quality A R 
Results
The ethanolic extract of leaves and stem s from C. alba was dissolved in w ater and fu rther ex tracted with C H 2C12 followed by E tO A c. The E tO A c fraction was subjected to Polyclar AT col um n chrom atography using w ater-m ethanol as eluent. E leven com pounds were isolated and ch ar acterized as isorham netin (22 mg); kaem pferol (23 mg); quercetin (32 mg); isorham netin-3-Orham noside (36 mg); isorham netin-3-O -galactoside (26 mg); isorham netin-3-O -glucoside (30 mg); kaem pferol-3-O -galactoside (72 mg); quercetin-3-O -rham noside (quercitrin) 204 mg; quercetin-3-O -galactoside (hyperoside) 121 mg; quercetin-3-O -glucoside (isoquercitrin) 173 mg and chlo rogenic acid (128 mg). A lthough none of these phenolics is a rare natural product, this is the first tim e, how ever, th a t th eir occurrence is rep o rted in leaves and stem s of Cryptocarya alba.
